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AConversationWith:
Caltech's Nate Lewis




Thie Acadamy’s aflerings Inclodes [clockiwiss from sbowe |et) Bantoredts af tha
Wicrid, which re-crentes the envimomients of Bocnao, Madagascarn Costa Kica,
arsd thin Amazon; he Morrison Planatanum, o dioital planotmrium with infemactive
foatures; ond the Steinnaet Aouariom, hame ta same 30 500 e coresiues

Shie jeans, and 60,000 Enopy-moanted
photownttgic cells that supply up to 10
percent of the museum's ensrgy needs.
David, o strecturel enginser with a
knack for sarcasm, wasn't moved, “Fly
ash! Flease, Everybody uses fly ash
It’s cheaper,

Miano's glessy design unifies the
musswm with the outdoors snd slloks
for narural ghting: A 2 5-acre Living
Roof, planted with nine native Califor-
nka spectes, such as beach strawberriss
and Califarnis poppies; is-5an Fran-
cisco's-larpest concentration of Tutie
vegatation. Althoughwe were them en
a reiny day, frorme the platform over-
lpoking the roof we saw stunning viess
of Mount Sutm bt the soath and the-de
Young Museum to the north:

Durling owp vigir, the museonm had
been open just over & month, and not
every bug find been worked out, The
domied Rainforests of the World, for
exemple, was clozed due tooa leak.
From walking around its exerior on
several levals, thoogh, we could iden-
tify irs four separate ecosystema:
Borneo, Madagascar, Coata Rica, and
the (looded Amzzdn, Wecould ses but-
terilies: it was clear that what was in-
shde the sphere wis of & diffeénent place.
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We freached the DguUATIUMm DY
degl:gndjng stairs next o the F.i'.l.?:lmg.'l
"Thiz was my favorite part of the baild-
ing. We walked under the fosded
Amazonian rain forest and saw arn-
mored catfish swimming sbove. At the
Discovery Thdepeal, we 'got hands-on
experionce with sea stars and other
rocky coast mesidents, "Isaac wolld
lowe this," [ gaid to my brothaer, koiow
ing that our 3-year-old nephew would
soan be visiting Uncle David in 5an
Franciseo.

Al the end of an afternoon: of
walking on hard conerets fioor (arear
comfortable ahoes), we aat dewn-at
the Philippine coral reel tank, The
colorful tropical fish reminded me ol
snockelingin Hewal'l and ingpired
David to recall some of his sctiba
expariences from wien he worked in
Indoneain. "Diving s better than
snorkeling,” he said, trumping his
travel-writing oldes brother.

e didn't brore the crowrds at the
planetarium, but that, aleng with the
rain forest (hopefully, in-pood repair),
will be-on the agenda for my next sk
Andif [ go there with lsaac, or any
ather child, I'll hold bim tght-when
we peer into the elligator's [aic W

Tho Califamia Academy
D O of Stiences (415377
BMH; calacadernl.org) Is opan
A AR5, M an ey thréiegh
Sabeclays and THaam=5m
Sundays. Acmisaide is 524 75 for
adults; 314.95 far childien 7-71
and 51095 for-children 12-17,
studnnts, anc Seninr ot e AA
discapnis an avarablo. Admission
iz free on the thind Wednesday of
aath noetthi

Eay Area Rajpid Transit

thertigey, San Francisce Munlcipal
Railway (sfmunl.com), and the u:l.:,":.
famoos cable cors {sfcablecar com)
are good car pltarnatives, Tha new
T4 CultureBus (sruthonbus.org)
pliesa reutes smong e sites
silthen-off pralleges Tor §7 per day

The Cirehard

STAY Garden Hotel
LEER T 2BE Y thearchandgarden
hotel.com: mtes start at 5789
earmed;a LEED rating through's
guestrocny hey-cend enargy coninod
ayater, dreses and. carpets made
from reeyeled mater|als, and
chamical-frea cleaning: producs.
e restacrant, Boots, serves natural
and caganic meats and saaiocd.
EA At Flshanman's Whart,

Seama’s (H15-771-4383;
sccemigscom) has sapved fresh
siafobd since VA5 Exsotive chal
Steve Soarnbeain nale o wild
sustainabde finh ond implemented
gresn practices long before the oty
mandated them forall mstaorants

The-San Franosco Consention

e Vaiters Birea (F 1530 T- 200,
anlplnsanirancisoscom] has more
ifrrnation, Free mapd, TroTik
murtings, and Mopthern California
E Meeaca TourBaok quides are
available af your- locad Aute Elub
athce o anding at-A44 cam

Abb cam
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